Aetat. GO.]
White field's Oratory.
the characters we find in history, unless when they are drawn by those who knew the persons; as those, for instance, by Sallust and by Lord Clarendon Y
He would not allow much merit to White-field's oratory. ' His popularity, Sir, (said he,) is chiefly owing to the peculiarity of his manner. He would be followed by crowds were he to wear a night-cap in the pulpit, or were he to preach from a tree2.'
I know not from what spirit of contradiction he burst out
1 Horace Walpole told Malone that 'he was about twenty-two [twenty-four] years old when his father retired; and that he remembered his offering one day to read to him, finding1 that time hung heavy on his hands. "What," said he, "will you read, child?" Mr. Walpole, considering that his father had long been engaged in public business, proposed to read some history. " No," said he, "don't read history to me; that can't be true." ' Prior's Malone, p. 3^7. See also post, April 30, 1773, and Oct. 10, 1779.
a See ante, \. 86, post, Oct. 12, 1779, and Boswell's Hfbrides, August IS»1773- Boswell himself had met Whitetield; for mentioning him in his Letter to the People of Scotland (p. 35), he adds:—-' Of whose pious and animated society 1 had some share.' Southey thus describes Whitetield in his Life of H'es/ty (i. 126):—-' His voice excelled both in melody and compass, and its tine modulations were happily accompanied by that grace of action which he possessed in an eminent degree, and which has been said to be the chief requisite of an orator. An ignorant man described his eloquence oddly but strikingly, when he said that Mr. Whitelield preached like a lion. So strange a comparison conveyed no unapt a notion of the force and vehemence and passion of that oratory which awed the hearers, and made them tremble like Felix before the apostle.' Benjamin Franklin writes (Afwnotrs, i. 163):—' Mr. Whitcficld's eloquence had a wonderful power over the hearts and purses of his hearers, of which I myself was an instance.' He happened to be present at a sermon which, he perceived, was to finish with a collection for an object which had not his approbation. 'I silently resolved he should get nothing from me, I had in my pocket a handful of copper money, three or four silver dollars, and five pistoles in gold. As he proceeded I began to soften, and concluded to give the copper. Another stroke of his oratory made me ashamed of that,and determined me to give the silver; and he finished so admirably that I emptied my pocket wholly into the collector's dish, gold and all.'
intoseemed willing to do in a manner peculiar to himself, without sufficiently considering
